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WE CARE.  WE DARE.  WE EXCEL.

Competition Law
Compliance

Program





It is vital to comply with the relevant 

competition compliance regulations. Szecskay 

Attorneys at Law’s award-winning competition 

team provides guidance to existing and future 

clients about how to comply with the rules, 

prevent unlawful conduct and, as a result, 

achieve successful business operations.



Competition Law Compliance Program

Why do we need a competition compliance program?
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Every undertaking that performs its business operations in Hungary is subject to the 

Hungarian and European Union competition rules, i.e. rules that prohibit agreements and 

concerted practices which restrict competition (including cartels), the abuse of a dominant 

position and unfair competition, and rules which prohibit the implementation of mergers 

subject to clearance. 

Compliance with these rules is the sole responsibility of companies. The consequences of 

non-compliance could be disastrous:

•      the competition authority may impose quite severe fines equalling up to 10% of the 

undertaking's corporate group’s annual net turnover for the previous year (in antitrust 

(mostly cartel) cases, fines imposed by the Hungarian Competition Authority on individual 

undertakings totalled several hundred million forints in the biggest cases, and in some cases 

even more);

     • agreements restricting competition are null and void;

     • parties suffering damages as a result of the infringement, e.g. consumers or business 

partners, may claim civil law compensation from the infringing undertaking; 

     • A breach of competition law may even serve as a basis for the executive officers' 

personal civil law liability and may even result in criminal sanctions as well; and

     • last but not least the negative PR value of the automatically published decision 

establishing the infringement may be significant as well.  
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Versenyjogi Megfelelési Program

What is a competition compliance program?
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A competition compliance program provides guidance to executive officers and employees in 

order to prevent, in particular, unlawful conduct:

     • in the course of business contact with competitors e.g within the framework of 

professional associations, or with respect to business relationships maintained or contracts 

concluded with suppliers and customers, which can violate the prohibition on agreements 

and concerted practices that restrict competition (including cartels), as well as unilateral 

conduct which may be deemed as abuse in the case of the existence of a dominant position; 

and

     • with respect to transactions subject to merger control clearance. 

A properly deployed and systematically enforced (on an ongoing basis) competition 

compliance program will minimize the risk of unlawful and unethical conduct on behalf of the 

company, and help to avoid fines and other negative consequences of the related 

burdensome procedures, which in themselves are highly time and cost-consuming. 
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Companies often apply competition policy programs as part of their general regulatory 

compliance efforts to ensure ethical and safe conduct, and could include any of the following: 

Training employees

Throughout our practice, we have found that employees' awareness of these risks in 

day-to-day practice is an often overlooked, but equally important aspect of avoiding fines and 

creating an ethical business culture, thus a crucial part of any regulatory compliance program 

is the proper training of employees. Our attorneys are ready to provide the necessary regular 

on-site training so that employees can understand competition law risks and recognize 

conduct that may carry such risks and could invite sanctions.  

Detection mechanisms

A compliance program also creates detection mechanisms to flag up potential infringements 

and thus allows decision makers to mitigate the damage following a breach of the law. 

Effective compliance strategies can allow for the use of EU and national leniency programs, 

which could even lead to full immunity or a fine reduction.  

Compliance audit

Our law firm is also prepared to conduct a full compliance audit for a client, in order to 

highlight all potential risk factors and to provide effective, tailor made solutions to mitigate 

the risks, based on the client's personal needs.

Szecskay Attorneys At Law
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Preparation of bylaws and internal processes

Preparation of the necessary written bylaws and internal processes that can serve as a 

foundation for any compliance program is also a basic part of our services. Such a 

competition compliance program can also include a dawn-raid manual if necessary. This can 

prepare employees and help them to act confidently during a dawn raid conducted by the 

Hungarian Competition Authority or the European Commission. In our experience, this 

procedure can be seriously stressful for employees, which may lead to mistakes that can 

have serious consequences in the course of the procedure following the raid.

Legal representation

Legal representation of clients in front of the authorities and the court in competition matters 

is one of the strongest skills that we have developed in the last more than two decades. Our 

experienced attorneys are ready to represent clients in any kind of proceedings, from simple 

data disclosures to leniency applications, in the course of competition supervisory 

proceedings and throughout the judicial review of the Hungarian Competition Authority's 

decisions, if necessary. 
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Who are we and how can we help?

Established in 1992, Szecskay Attorneys at Law has successfully provided tailor made 

competition compliance services to Hungarian and international medium-sized and large 

companies for more than 20 years. We aim not only to reach full compliance by preparing 

internal policies, but also to create a culture within the company's internal structure that truly 

understands the risks involved with competition law. This result can be reached with 

continuous education and the establishment of proper internal checks and processes. We 

continuously provide guidance and support to our clients with regards to the competition 

law aspects of major business decisions, including by setting up a competition compliance 

program as described above.

Szecskay Attorneys At Law
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Our recent experience includes:

(a) Restrictive agreements
 

 Medical imaging - Representing a major manufacturer and a major distributor of medical 

imaging products in the competition proceedings initiated by the HCA in respect of 

alleged restrictive practices in connection with public procurement procedures;

Plant protection products - Representing a leading manufacturer of plant protection 

products in the competition proceedings initiated by the HCA in respect of alleged 

restrictive practices in connection with the distribution of plant protection products;

Pharmaceuticals - Representing a major pharmaceutical company in the competition 

proceedings initiated by the HCA in respect of alleged cartel activities relating to public 

procurement procedures;

Cathode Ray Tubes (CRT) - Representing a leading manufacturer of electric products in 

the competition proceedings initiated by the HCA due to alleged restrictive practices 

connected with the manufacturing and distribution of CRT; the proceedings were 

terminated in 2014 without establishing the infringement in respect of our client;

Printing industry - Representing the client before the HCA in cartel 

proceedings related to the printing industry (alleged 

bid-rigging). The proceedings were started with a 

dawn raid in January 2014 and were terminated 

without finding any infringement in respect of 

our client;
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Legal services – Representing the client before the HCA in complaint proceedings initiated 

by a professional liability insurer due to the alleged restrictive practice of the client 

hindering the market entry of certain insurers;

Legal services – Representing the client before the HCA in notification proceedings 

initiated based on the allegation that the client allegedly restricts competition by imposing 

certain quality requirements in certain regulations it adopted;

FMCG, pharmaceutical products, cosmetics - Regularly advising clients in relation to the 

competition law aspects of distribution agreements and distribution schemes;

Refinancing of FX loans - Representing a leading bank in the competition proceedings 

initiated by the HCA against numerous Hungarian banks due to the alleged restrictive 

practices connected to the refinancing of FX loans;

Coffee - We successfully advised and represented EduScho Kft. (a leading coffee producer 

and trader) against injunctions issued by the HCA for alleged non-compliance with 

antitrust laws, in the so-called "Coffee Cartel" case. The proceedings initiated by the HCA 

against Douwe Egberts Kft., EduScho Kft., Tchibo Kft. and Kraft-Jakobs Suchard Kft. lasted 

approximately ten years and finally ended with a Supreme Court resolution (in the second 

instance proceedings for an extraordinary remedy) establishing that no infringement had 

taken place;

Credit cards - Representing a leading bank in competition proceedings initiated by the 

HCA against VISA, Mastercard, and 24 other credit card issuing banks on the basis of an 

alleged infringement of the prohibition on agreements that restrict competition by way of 

multilateral interchange fees;

Plasticizers (BBP) - Advised and represented Ferro in cartel proceedings in connection 

with a cartel agreement with Bayer AG and in applying for leniency at the HCA;

Szecskay Attorneys At Law
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Animal Feed Phosphates  - Advising and representing Tessenderlo in cartel proceedings in 

connection with a cartel agreement with Kemira and in applying for leniency at the HCA;

Software development - Advising and representing a Hungarian software developer and 

computer network company in cartel proceedings initiated against it and other software 

developer and computer network companies in connection with contracts relating to 

computer networks procured in public procurement and other types of tender 

procedures;

Printing products (tax forms) - We successfully represented Cofinec Kner Címkegyártó Kft. 

before the HCA in connection with a cartel investigation against printing companies who 

entered into a public procurement agreement concerning the printing and distribution of 

tax forms for the Hungarian tax authorities. The proceedings closed without any 

competition law infringement by the clients being declared;

Bottled gas - Advising Total Hungária Kft. in proceedings before the HCA regarding the 

issue of vertical restraints relating to distribution agreements concluded by Total 

Hungária Kft. with third parties for the distribution of gas bottles. As a result of the 

evidence, no judgment against our client was passed, and the HCA discontinued the 

proceedings;

Alcoholic beverages - Conducting due diligence regarding Zwack Unicum Nyrt.'s 

distribution agreements in order to prevent any infringement of the laws prohibiting 

vertical restraints;

Certain industrial products - representing a manufacturer of certain industrial products in 

the filing of a leniency application with the HCA concerning an allegedly anti-competitive 

agreement; and

Certain electronic products - representing a manufacturer of certain electronic products 

in the filing of a leniency application with the HCA concerning an allegedly anti-competitive 

agreement;
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versenykorlátozó megállapodásban részes, ipari terméket gyártó fél képviseletében; 

(b) Merger clearances 

A manufacturer and distributor of chemical products in vehicles - 

Advising and representing an international giant active in 

chemical, food and agricultural industries in relation to an 

acquisition before the Hungarian Competition Authority;

A petrochemical plant – Advising and representing 

DEZA a.s., a subsidiary of a Czech multinational  holding 

company operating through agriculture, food, chemical, 

forestry, energy and mass media industries in the European 

Union before the Hungarian Competition Authority, regarding 

the merger notification of the acquisition of the Polish 

subsidiary (Petrochemia-Błachownia S.A.) of a major CEE 

chemical producer, BorsodChem Zrt.;

Coating business - Advising and representing a major US 

client active in the coating business before the HCA in 

connection with its acquisition of control over another entity also 

active in the coating business; 

Transportation and freight forwarding - Advising and representing Calberson GE (parent 

company of Geodis Calberson Hungária Kft.) before the HCA in connection with its 

acquisition of control over MF Cargo Kft.; 

Rack PDU and LCD consoles - Advising and representing Emerson Electric Co. before the 

HCA in connection with its acquisition of control over Avocent Corp. (rack power 

distribution units (PDUs) and LCD consoles for the IT industry); 

Szecskay Attorneys At Law
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Electronics manufacturing services (EMS) - Advising Flextronics Logistics B.V. and 

providing representation in merger control proceedings before the HCA in connection 

with the acquisition of control over FRIWO Mobile Power GmbH;

Waste water treatment plants design and construction services - Advising and 

representing Veolia Water Solution & Technologies SA. in merger control 

proceedings before the HCA in connection with the acquisition of control over 

Organica Environment Technologies Company Limited; 

Schoolbook publishing - Advising Láng Kiadó és Holding Rt. and 

providing representation in  merger control proceedings before the 

HCA in connection with the acquisition of control over Nemzeti 

Tankönyvkiadó Zrt. ("NTK", i.e. National Schoolbook Publishing Co Ltd.) 

and subsequently co-advising Sanoma WSOY (SW Invest B.V.) in connection 

with Láng's divestiture and the sale of its controlling interest in NTK;

Various energy markets - Advising E.ON Hungária Rt. and providing representation 

in merger control proceedings before the HCA in connection with the acquisition of 

control over: 

 • two local heat generation facilities (GROPPO Rt. and PRO ESTATE Kft.) from   

 DÉMÁSZ Rt.;  

 • ÉDÁSZ Rt. (a local electricity supplier), through a public offer by E.ON Hungária Rt.,  

 from EdF International; and

 • Dunaújvárosi Szennyvíztisztító Kft. from the Municipality of Dunaújváros (waste  

 water management);

Energy and water measurement - Advising Meter Acquisition GmbH & Co. KG and 

providing representation before the HCA in connection with the acquisition of control 

over Viterra Energy Services Kft. (consumption-based measurement and billing of energy 

and water, including the provision of related services and the sale of measurement 

equipment);
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Livestock animal feed market - Advising CVC and PAI in connection with the acquisition of 

joint control over Provimi S.A. through Provimlux Investments SA.; and

Retail motor fuels, lubricants and chemicals market - Advised Exxon in connection with 

the Mobil acquisition, including a merger control filing in Hungary.

(c) Abuse of a dominant position 

Power supply market - Advising and representing two regional power suppliers 

(Tiszántúli Áramszolgáltató Zrt. és a Dél-magyarországi Áramszolgáltató Zrt.) in 

proceedings initiated by the HCA due to an alleged abuse of a dominant 

position against the service providers; and

Chemical industry – Providing complex legal advice 

to a chemical company with regards to the 

abusive nature of an exclusive contract 

concerning the supply of certain raw 

materials.

(d) State aid 

Providing legal advice to a leading German 

energy company in connection with the state 

aid aspects of a settlement agreement 

concluded with the State of Hungary in connection 

with a dispute concerning tariff regulations;

Providing legal advice to a leading German energy company in connection with the state 

aid aspects of the sale of their Hungarian gas business to a state-owned company;

Providing legal advice to agricultural producers in relation to state aid available for 

growing energy crops; and

Providing regular legal advice to a major power supplier in relation to state aid.


